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The Vedic svara system has seven ‘equally-spaced’ tones or svara-s per octave. They
are called the sadja, rsabha, gandhara, madhyama, paficama, dhaivata and nisadha. Of
these, only the second through the fifth are used in the Rg Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva
Veda while all seven are used only in the Sama Veda.

In the Taittiriya Sakha (school) of the Krsna Yajur Veda there are the four basic
svara-s. The udatta, anudatta and the svarita are known by all. The fourth svara, the
pracaya, is however often completely forgotten. We will here consider all four of these

svara-s in brief.

THE UDATTA
The udatta svara is equal in pitch to the gandhara svara. It is a ‘strong’ svara and
will generally retain its existence even after sandhi with other svara-s.

All the following examples are from TB 1/4/9/53:

: 3 = kKeC :
e:s3h3d ta PENGES etat s3rvdm
esah tu vava etat sarvam
this (masc.) but indeed this (neut.) all (neut.)

THE ANUDATTA
The anudatta is equal to the rsabha. It is a ‘weak’ svara, and is converted to a svarita
when it follows an udatta and a pracaya when it follows a svarita. It is the most populous

svara before these two conversions happen which cause the pracaya to finally dominate.

TS 4/1/8/13/9 TS 4/4/12/20 TS 5/4/1/1 TS 7/1/10/1 TB 1/1/6/82
hira3njagarbfizhd rathdntaram démwa:stirathd sdbvatsarahd ho:tavjdm
hiranyagarbhah | rathantaram devasurah samvatsarah hotavyam

the primordial a kind of the gods and oblations must

being melody the demons year be given




THE SVARITA

The svarita is equal to the paficama. It is of two types - the sandhija type which is
the anudatta converted into a svarita and the jatya which exists independently. The jatya
type generally has a greater intensity than the sandhija. The sandhija is the more common.

The first three examples are of the sandhija and the other two of the jatya.

TS1/1/1/5 TS1/1/1/31 TS 3/3/1/1 TS 4/1/11/69 TS 5/5/3/22
va:javdhg rudrasjd agné: kanja: njdy
vayavah rudrasya agne kanya nyan
of th? deity of Rudra O Agni! likeable horizontal
Vayu
THE PRACAYA

The pracaya should be equal to the madhyama svara but in practice it is not
pronounced much different from the udatta, which leads to the further error of counting

only three svara-s. The pracaya is always found only after a svarita.

TS 1/3/14/397 TS 1/8/6/78

TS 4/4/12/116 | TB2/5/2/54 TB 3/7/10/38
P e s ferttaom freama: TR
ctciordtdtdmdhg |  trjdmbdkém mitrd:odrund: | trisdpta:séhd | mdrddzjé:sthé:bfjdhg
$ucivratatamah tryambakam mitravaruna trisaptasah indrajyesthebhyah
purest in actions the three-eyed

= _, | Othosethree | tothose with Indra
O Mitravaruna! )
one times seven! as leader

ALL FOUR IN A COMPLETE VERSE
TB 2/4/4/47-50

T F AR | G geaTe 9: | GHHE] 91 T+ | 91 96g gerdld |

sdma:nt vs a:kd:tihi / sdmama: hirid4ja:ni véhg /
sdmamamastd vo: mandhy / jath4: v3sst saha:séti //
samani va akitih / samana hrdayani vah / samanamastu vo manah / yatha vassu sahasati
May your intentions be the same; may your faith and benevolence be the same; may your

thoughts be the same; in such a way as is best for you together.
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