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Compugraphic’s List of Typeface Analogues

The Compugraphic Corporation („cg compugraphic“), founded in 1960 by William Garth in

Wilmington (Massachusetts, USA. The German subsidiary was in Langen near Frankfurt am Main),

was the largest manufacturer of phototypesetting machines. At the same time, Compugraphic was

the largest font forging company of the pre-digital era. The cg catalogue „The Type Book“ of 1988

comprised more fonts than the catalogues of other foundries at that time. In 1989, Compugraphic

was acquired by Agfa-Gevaert and ceased to exist.

The cg catalog „The Type Book“ of 1998 is highly interesting, for it includes an appendix entitled

„Typeface Analogue“ („Welche Schrift heißt wo wie?“) reproduced here below on the pages 2–17.

Font forgers are notorious con artists, and therefore it is not surprising that this list of „analogues“

(forgeries) contains lies and intentional omissions. For instance, Monotype fonts do not occur at all.

Every historian of typefaces knows that Monotype created the imitation font „Bembo“ 70 years ago.

But in its list of „analogues“, Compugraphic makes the readers believe that „Bembo“ was designed

by AM (Adressograph-Multigraph), Berthold and Mergenthaler; see below page 4 and pages 18-19.

As an irony of fate, Agfa also bought Monotype, and font forgeries made by Compugraphic are now

sold under the Monotype label. For details see http://www.sanskritweb.net/forgers/monotype.pdf.

Ulrich Stiehl, Heidelberg, 11-June-2005

http://www.sanskritweb.net/forgers/monotype.pdf
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